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As We Gather 
The name of this year’s stewardship emphasis is “Fulfilling God’s Purpose!”, and this week’s theme is 
“Building Relationships.” God’s Word tells us, “We love because He first loved us” (1 John 4:19). Every 
meaningful relationship is based on God’s gift of love—Jesus’ relationship with His heavenly Father, His 
relationship with the disciples, our relationships with Him, and our relationships with others are only 
possible because of God’s love.  As Christians, we are compelled to show that love through all we do 
and say (2 Corinthians 5:14).  
 
Prelude “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” P. Manz 
 
Opening Hymn “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” #700
1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 

    Joy of heav’n, to earth come down! 
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 
    All Thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 
    Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 
Visit us with Thy salvation, 
    Enter ev’ry trembling heart. 

 
2 Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 

    Into ev’ry troubled breast; 
Let us all in Thee inherit; 
    Let us find Thy promised rest. 
Take away the love of sinning; 
    Alpha and Omega be; 
End of faith, as its beginning, 
    Set our hearts at liberty. 

3 Come, Almighty, to deliver; 
    Let us all Thy life receive; 
Suddenly return, and never, 
    Nevermore Thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 
    Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 
Pray and praise Thee without ceasing, 
    Glory in Thy perfect love. 

 
4 Finish then Thy new creation, 

    Pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see Thy great salvation 
    Perfectly restored in Thee, 
Changed from glory into glory, 
    Till in heav’n we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 
    Lost in wonder, love, and praise! 

            Text: Public domain

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
Opening Sentences  2 Corinthians 5:17; 9:6–8, 15 
P If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. 
C The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 
P St Paul, in his first letter to the Corinthians said: “The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also 

reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.” 
C “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 

loves a cheerful giver.” 
P “And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all 

times, you may abound in every good work.” 
C “Thanks be to God for His inexpressible gift!” 
 



Confession and Absolution 
P Even as we give thanks for our Creator’s merciful gifts, He invites to also remember and confess 

our sins before Him in heartfelt humility.   
 
We pause to remember our sins and our need for the Savior. 
C Almighty God, who judges all people with equity and truth, we admit and confess that we are 

sinful by nature, and to that sin we daily add transgressions of thought, word, and deed. We 
have not lived as responsible stewards of all that you’ve entrusted to us. We have been careless 
with Your creation and have not expressed our thankfulness for Your generous gifts. Imploring 
Your mercy, we repent of our sin. On account of Christ’s suffering and death, have mercy on us, 
O Lord. Forgive all in our lives that is evil and wrong and with the power of the Holy Spirit, move 
us to serve You faithfully. 

P The eternal and gracious God has promised forgiveness of sins to those who repent and turn to 
Him. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. May our gracious God 
keep you in His care and lead you to greater faith through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
 

T  WORD  T 

Introit  Psalm 24:1–6; antiphon: Psalm 3:8 
P Salvation belongs to the Lord; Your blessing be on Your people! 
C The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell therein, 
P for He has founded it upon the seas and established it upon the rivers. 
C Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord?  And who shall stand in His holy place? 
P He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to what is false and does 

not swear deceitfully. 
C He will receive blessing from the Lord and righteousness from the God of his salvation. 
P Such is the generation of those who seek him, who seek the face of the God of Jacob. 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Salvation belongs to the Lord; Your blessing be on Your people! 

 
Prayer of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray together, 
C Almighty God, all that we have is from Your loving hand. Give us grace, that we may honor You 

with all that You have given us, and keep us mindful of the account we must one day give to 
Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us. In His holy name, Amen. 

 
Old Testament Reading T  The Greatest Commandment  T Deuteronomy 6:1-9  
        “Now this is the commandment, the statutes and the just decrees that the Lord your God 
commanded me to teach you, that you may do them in the land to which you are going over, to possess 
it, that you may fear the Lord your God, you and your son and your son’s son,  



by keeping all his statutes and his commandments, which I command you all the days of your life, and 
that your days may be long. Hear therefore, O Israel, and be careful to do them, that it may go well with 
you, and that you may multiply greatly, as the Lord, the God of your fathers, has promised you, in a 
land flowing with milk and honey. “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. And these words that 
I command you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall 
talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and 
when you rise. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your 
eyes. You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.” 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Choir Anthem “One Thing I Ask of You, O God” M. Tice/G. Daigle
 
Epistle T  The Way of Love  T 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 
        Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist 
on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the 
truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  Love never ends. As 
for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Holy Gospel T  Jesus Calls the First Disciples  T Matthew 4:18-22 
P The holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourth Chapter 
C Glory to You, O Lord 
        While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter) and Andrew 
his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. And he said to them, “Follow me, and 
I will make you fishers of men.” Immediately they left their nets and followed him. And going on from 
there he saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with 
Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and he called them. Immediately they left the boat and their 
father and followed him. 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C Praise to You, O Christ 
  
Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 

He ascended into heaven and sits at the 
     right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 



Sermon Hymn “God Loved the World” #571 sts. 1-4
1 God loved the world so that He gave 

His only Son the lost to save, 
That all who would in Him believe 
Should everlasting life receive. 

 
2 Christ Jesus is the ground of faith, 

Who was made flesh and suffered death; 
All then who trust in Him alone 
Are built on this chief cornerstone. 

 

3 God would not have the sinner die; 
His Son with saving grace is nigh; 
His Spirit in the Word declares 
How we in Christ are heaven’s heirs. 

 
4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son 

Forgives all sins which you have done; 
And, justified by Jesus’ blood, 
Your Baptism grants the highest good. 

            Text: Public domain 
 

Sermon 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 

Offering—may be left in the offering plates near the doors as you leave.  Those worshipping at home may 
continue to mail or drop off offerings at the church office, and on-line giving is available to everyone 
on our website at www.stpauloaklawn.org. For information about regular electronic giving, please 
contact the church office.   

 
Faith Journey Speaker  Betty Shamasko 
 
Offertory Meditation 

T  Service of the Sacrament  T 

Preface 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
Proper Preface 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 
Lord's Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven… 
 
The Words of Our Lord 
 
Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

http://www.stpauloaklawn.org/


T  Distribution of the Sacrament  T 
 
Piano Selection “God Loved the World” P. Bouman 
 
Choir Anthem “This Is the Day“ R. Gieseke
 
Hymn “Take My Life and Let It Be” #783
1 Take my life and let it be 

Consecrated, Lord, to Thee; 
Take my moments and my days, 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

 
2 Take my hands and let them move 

At the impulse of Thy love; 
Take my feet and let them be 
Swift and beautiful for Thee. 

 
3 Take my voice and let me sing 

Always, only for my King; 
Take my lips and let them be 
Filled with messages from Thee. 

4 Take my silver and my gold, 
Not a mite would I withhold; 
Take my intellect and use 
Ev’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose. 

 
5 Take my will and make it Thine, 

It shall be no longer mine; 
Take my heart, it is Thine own, 
It shall be Thy royal throne. 

 
6 Take my love, my Lord, I pour 

At Thy feet its treasure store; 
Take myself, and I will be 
Ever, only, all for Thee. 

            Text: Public domain 

 
Communion Blessing 
P The true Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to 

life everlasting.  Depart T in peace.   

 

Closing Prayer 
P Let us pray together, 
C O Lord, grant that the lips that have sung Your praise in the sanctuary may glorify You in the 

world, that the ears that have heard the voice of Your songs may be closed to the voices of 
clamor and dispute, that the eyes that have seen Your great love may also behold Your blessed 
hope, that the tongues that have confessed Your name may ever speak the truth, and that the 
bodies of all who have tasted of Your Son’s living body and blood may be restored to newness 
of life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 



Closing Hymn “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” #770
1 What a friend we have in Jesus, 

    All our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry 
    Ev’rything to God in prayer! 
Oh, what peace we often forfeit; 
    Oh, what needless pain we bear— 
All because we do not carry 
    Ev’rything to God in prayer! 

 
2 Have we trials and temptations? 

    Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged— 
    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 

Can we find a friend so faithful 
    Who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness— 
    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 
3 Are we weak and heavy laden, 

    Cumbered with a load of care? 
Precious Savior, still our refuge— 
    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 
    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
In His arms He’ll take and shield thee; 
    Thou wilt find a solace there. 

            Text: Public domain 

 
Postlude “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” T. Stelzer 

 
 

 
TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT 

 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS AND THANKS 

 

Anthems:  St. Paul Choir under the direction of Ruth Sievers 
Lector:  Sunday:  David Witkosky; Wednesday:  Rev. George Mrochen 
Altar Care:  Sunday:  Sue Lilja; Wednesday:  Sandy Barry 
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2022 Concordia Publishing House.  All rights 
reserved. Used by permission.  Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved.  Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House. 

“Fulfilling God’s Purpose” resources © Copyright Parish Publishing, LLC ⚫ May not be copied without permission. ⚫ 
www.parishpublishing.org 
 

TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT 

 
Love Builds Relationships 

Jesus said, “Apart from me you can do nothing. I have come that [you] might have life, and have it 
to the full” (John 15:5; 10:10). God created us to have a relationship with Him, but that relationship has 
been destroyed by sin. Sin brings darkness, regret, guilt, and shame. It gets in the way of our 
relationships with God and with one another. Our thinking becomes distorted, making us self-centered 
instead of God-centered.  We can become so filled with ourselves that there is no room for God. 

But into this world of darkness and regret, guilt and shame, God sent His son. Only He could bridge 
the gap between us sinful people and our holy God, making it possible for us to have the truly intimate 
relationship with Him that He intended. We were created to be loved by Him, to enjoy fellowship with 
Him, and to love and serve Him and one another.  



Please pray for these members of our St. Paul family: 

Rose Marie Woods  Graham Jackson  

Joanne Wilke   Cathy Gleason 

Beverly Fishbaugh   Patricia Murdoch 

Dawn McNicholas  Flora Jones 

Janice Przybycien  Kevin Hickey 

Mary Ann Colander  Art Hornburg 

Melva Smith   Lois Kaminske 

Carol Small   Mike Degidio 

Norma Silinski  Beverly Sellers 

Lenore Curran  Betty Beegle 

Delphine Cherry  Ron Klingensmith 

Louis Frank   Betty Kruckow 

Herta Iversen   Loretta Frank 

The Giacobbe Children Marge Rochlitz 

Ron Hickey   Julie & Larry Gurga 

Ingrid Lesko   Katherine Hice 

Gloria Meyer   Jan Briede 

Delores Stegemann  Warren Miller 

Kurt Seehofer  The Polezoes Family 
 

Announcements & Notes: 

All women are invited to the free “Welcome 

Luncheon” for the 1:00pm Ladies Guild October 25th 

meeting.  Please RSVP by signing the clipboard on the 

counter outside the church office. 

 

The Southwest Lutheran Chorus, directed by Ruth 

Sieves, will resume rehearsals on Monday evening, 

October 10th, in the Timothy Room.  The new time will 

be 7:00 to 8:30pm each Monday.  We are meeting for 

2 months to prepare a Christmas song festival to be 

held in December.  If you enjoy singing (any voice 

part), we invite you to join us! 

 

The Chosen Bible study continues on Thursday 

evenings at 6:30pm in the Timothy Room. Everyone’s 

invited to come and bring a friend.  We’ve had some 

great conversations after watching the videos so far – 

join us! 

 

 

 

Please let the church office know when your 

need for our congregational prayers is over 

(708) 423-1040. 

Please pray for these friends and family of our 

members: 

Andrew Mrochen  Vern Howe 

Eugene Marcinkowski  Roberta & Carlos Owens 

Denise DeLaurentis  Dorothy Kroll 

Barb & Emily Feehan  Mark Fishbaugh 

Bob Hessert   Georgiana Easton 

Jackie Plichta   Patricia Paulsen 

Ken Kruckow   Janet Trierweiler 

Alan Hecke   Vicki Warren 

Matt Favero   Sandra Wilson 

Michelle Mitchell  Al Silinski 

Pam Palhegyi   Carol Milazzo 

Rich Huscher   The Lamberth Family 

Jerry Gross   Brenda Gurgel 

Gloria Folsom   Mary Beth Pasqua 

Shirley Fairchild  Simeon Hoppe 

Ron Lunt   Christopher Kosary 

Sandy Plath   Iris McCoy 

Shirley Demyres  Raquel Rameriz 

Nick & Bridget DeAngelo Henry Bonder 

Kim & Shawn Skelton, Sr. Kyle Hughes 

Elaine Hoffstetter  Fred Raddatz 

Allyson Seehofer  Selma Carmichael 

Bernadette & Rich Trusk Dana Kahn 

Donald Hakanson  Guillermo Ramirez 

Paul Noffke   Sue Sortino 

Pam Brown   Lisa Sanders 

Shawn Harland  Ann Herold 

Barb Potter   Wayne Volk 

Charley Heitz   Sharon Bryant 

Doris Potts   Robert Gonzalez 

Doreen Holford  Janice Hernandez 

Judy Collins   Phyllis Hicks 

Maryann Krieg (Wilke)  Pam Kirk 

Jimmy Kennedy, Jr.  Monica Iversen 

Cathy Becker   Ken Matz 

Jean & Al Zirbel  Heather & Josh Turro 

Pastor Mark Willig  Jerry Kreten 

Paul Moeller   Carl Hoppe 

Debbie Guarascio  Sophia Salus 

Justin & Ashley Fasel  Frank Coglinase 

Nora Maculitis   Gene Wawrzynikowski 

Kimberly Rooney  Rhonda Scott 

Helena Hoffman  Kim Koenig 

Julie Rottier   Carol Loecherbach 


